STATEMENT

From Djirra,
Tuesday 21 July 2020

“We were devastated to hear about the passing of Stanley, a 19-year-old Aboriginal man
who took his own life in custody in WA and our thoughts go to his family and loved ones.
Since the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody handed down its findings
almost 30 years ago, 438 of our people have died in police or prison cells and no one was
held accountable for their death.
The same week Stanley passed away, Victoria started the inquest into the death in custody
of proud Gunditjmara, Dja Dja Wurrung, Wiradjuri and Yorta Yorta woman Veronica Nelson
who died at the Dame Phyllis Frost Centre in January 2020.
In April this year, the Coroner’s inquest found that systemic racism was a factor in the
death of Yorta Yorta woman Tanya Day.
We want accountability now. We want all Aboriginal women in prison on remand or for
non violent offenses to be released. Prisons are not safe.
We support NATSILS policy statement Black Lives Matter: always have, always will.
#BlackLivesMatter #JusticeForTanyaDay”
- end -

About Djirra

Established in2002, Djirra is an Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisation based in
Abbotsford (VIC) with state-wide reach through its 7 regional offices. Djirra is dedicated to
assisting Aboriginal people who are experiencing family violence or have in the past –
predominantly women and children.
We provide culturally safe and holistic legal and non-legal support to Aboriginal women and
Aboriginal victims/survivors of family violence, including sexual assault: frontline legal
assistance, wrap-around support through our Koori Women’s Place, outreach and specialist
support programs to women in prison, and a range of early intervention prevention
programs. Protecting and promoting Aboriginal women’s wellbeing and safety is our core
business.
Follow us on Twitter @DjirraVic
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